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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JUNE 27 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR JUNE 27, 19Y8. 

FYI ONLY, SPOKESMAN TODAY WAS HODDING CARTER 111. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE VANCE MELTING WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS 
OF ISRAEL AND EGYPT? DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT? 
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A. I DO NOT. I HAVE NOTHING TO OFFER, EXCEPT THAT OUR 
CONSULTATIONS ARE CONTINUING WITH THEM ON WAYS TO MOVE 
THE DISCUSSIONS AND DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS FORWARD. 

Q. IS IT CORRECT THAT AN ATTEMPT IS BEING MADE TO 
ORGANIZE THAT MEETING IN LONDON SHORTLY BEFORE THE CARTER 
VISIT TO BONN TO SORT OF TIE THE TWO TOGETHER? 

A. I THINK THAT FROM THIS PLATFORM FOR ME TO SPECULAT 
OFFICIALLY AS TO WHEN A MEETING MIGHT TAKE PLACE THAT 
HASN'T BEEN SET AND NOT AGREED UPON AND IN FACT IS PART 
OF A LONGER SET OF DISCUSSIONS, WOULD NOT BE VERY USEFUL. 

Q. YESTERDAY, YOU TOLD US THAT THERE ARE SOME EGYPTIAN 
PROPOSALS, AND THE PRESIDENT LATER SAID THAT THERL ARE NO 

EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS, AT LEAST NOT IN FINAL FORM. 

A. I TRIED VERY HARD, HAVING PUT MYSELF IN THAT PIT, TO 
TAKE MYSELF OUT OF IT IN THE COURSE OF THE SAME THING, 

TO SAY THAT WE UNDERSTOOD THE GENERAL NATURE OF WHAT THEY 
WERE GOING TO BE PROPOSING WOULD BE. WE DO NOT HAVE 
PHYSICAL PROPOSALS ON OUR HANDS. THEY ARE NOT YET 
PREPARED. THE PRESIDENT WAS FAR MORE CORRECT THAN THE 
SPOKESMAN OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Q. DID YOU REFER TO WHAT EILTS WROTE FROM SADAT? 
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A. I AM JUST TALKING ABOUT THE GENERAL LEVEL OF OUR 
DISCUSSIONS, THAT WE HAVE SOME SENSE OF WHAT THEY MAY BE 
COMING FORWARD TO, BUT NOT FLESHED OUT IN DETAIL. 

Q. THERE WAS A REPORT THIS MORNING THAT THERE IS A 
POSSIBLE MEETING BETWEEN GENERAL GAMASSY AND GENERAL 
WEIZMAN, AND I AM WONDERING IF YOU ARE AWARE OF THAT. 

ALSO, IF, INDEED, THA, MIGHT CONCEIVABLY BL PART OF THE 
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DISCUSSIONS THAT THE U.S. IS TRYING TO ORGANIZE IN 
LONDON WHICH WE THOUGHT WAS WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS. 

A. AS GREAT A SHOCK AS IT MAY BE O ALL OF YOU, THERE 
ARE THINGS THAT HAPPEN IN THE WORLD THAT WE ARE NOT 
AWARE OF, AND I WAS NOT AWARE OF THAT. 

OBVIOUSLY, WE ARE LN COURAGED BY ANY DIRECT MEETINGS 
BETWEEN RANKING REPRESENTATIVES OF THOSE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 

Q. IF A FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING IS GOING TO TAKE 
PLACE, IS THERE ANY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THAT MF.F.TNG AND 
THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE THAT MET IN JERUSALEM? 

A. THIS WOULD BE AN ATTEMPT TO RESUME THAT KIND OF 
DIRECT CONVERSATION, TO RESUME THAT KIND OF DIRECT 
CONSULTATION. IT WOULD AND COULD BE SEEN AS A RESUMP- 
TION OF THAT KIND OF DIRECT NEGOTIATION ON THE BASIC 
ISSUES WITH WHICH THE POLITICAL COMMITTE WAS GRAPPLING, 

I.E., WEST BANK, GAZA, THE RESOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN 
QUESTION. 

BUT THE SPECIFIC AGENDA, IF SUCH A MEETING TOOK PLACE - 
AND I AM NOT EVEN CONCEDING THAT IT IS THERE - WOULD BE 
AN ATTEMPT TO MOVE THE PARTIES INTO SOME CONJUNCTION ON 
SOME OF THE MAJOR OUTSTANDING ISSUES IN THE AREAS I 
JUST MENTIONED. THAT IS DIFFERENT FROM THE SO-CALLED 
MILITARY COMMITTEE WHICH BASICALLY DEALT WITH THE SINAI. 

Q. IN EFFECT, IT COULD BE SEEN AS THE RESUMPTION OF 
THE TALKS OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE, BECAUSE THE 
PARTICIPANTS ARE THE SAME. 
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A. IF SUCH A THING TOOK. I HESITATE TO WRITE EITHER THAT 
LEAD OR HEADLINE, BECAUSE I HESITATE TO SAY THAT THE 
MEETING IS COMING OFF, SINCE CONSULTATIONS ON HOW WE 
CAN PROCEED WITH THE WHOLE SET OF DELIBERATIONS IS 
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STILL UNDERWAY. 

Q. IF IT IS THE RENEWAL OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE, 

WILL THEY HAVE THE SAME AGENDA? DOES THIS MEAN THEY 
ARE GOING TO DISCUSS AGAIN THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES, 
AND THE AGENDA FOR WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO TALK ABOUT? 

A. NO, PLEASE. NO, I DONT EVEN WANT TO FUEL ANY SUCH 
SPECULATION. I MEAN, THE WHOLE POINT OF THE CONSULTA- 
TIONS WE ARE HAVING BOTH WITH EGYPT AND WITH ISRAEL IS 
TO TRY TO FIND WAYS TO GETHEM TALKING TOGETHER 
DIRECTLY. 

UNDER WHAT TERMS THEY WOULD BE TALKING OR ON WHAT 
SUBJECTS THEY WOULD BE TALKING IS CLEARLY PART OF OUR 
DISCUSSIONS RIGHT NOW. AND I JUST SIMPLY DON, HAVE AN 
ANSWER FOR THAT ANY MORE THAN I HAVE AN ANSWER FOR YOU 
AS TO WHERE, WHEN OR HOW. 

Q. IS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT INVOLVED WITH THE EGYPTIAN 
PROPOSAL? 

A. ANYTHING THAT THE EGYPTIAN COMES UP WITH WILL BE 
THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT'S, NOT OURS. 

Q. ARE YOU KEPT INFORMED ON WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO. 

OR ARE YOU GIVING THEM ANY GUIDELINES? 

A. NO. THIS IS GOING TO BE AN EGYPTIAN PLAN PER SE. 

Q. HAVE YOU ANY IDEA ABOUT THE TIMING, WHEN THE 
EGYPTIANS WILL HAVE THEIR PEACE PLAN OR THEIR PROPOSALS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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READY? 

A. I HAVE NOTHING BEYOND WHAT I HAVE SEEN ON FBIS, 

CERTAIN STATEMENTS BY THEM THAT IT WILL BE COMING IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. 

Q. HAVE YOU ANYTHING ON YEMEN? 

A. FROM MY INFORMATION, THERE WAS HEAVY FIGHTING IN 
THE CAPITAL CITY OF ADEN BETWEEN FORCES LOYAL TO 
PRESIDENT SALIM RUBAY'I ALL AND ALL ELEMENTS 
APPARENTLY CONTROLLED BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
NATIONAL FRONT PART. ALLS FORCES WERE DEFEATED. HE 
WAS ARRESTED AND HAS BEEN EXECUTED, ALONG WITH TWO 
MINISTERS IN HIS GOVERNMENT. 

PRIME MINISTER ALI NASIR MUHAMMAD AL-HASSANI HAS BEEN 
NAMED CHAIRMAN OF THE PRESIDENT S COUNCIL, TO SUCCEED 
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PRESIDENT ALI. 

IT APPEARS THAT THE FIGHTING HAS NOW ENDED. WE HAVE NO 
INFORMATION ON THE CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE, BUT WE DO KNOW 
THERE WAS EXTENSIVE BOMBING AND SHELLING OF THE AREA 
AROUND THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE IN ADEN. 

THE CONFLICT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE CULMINATION OF A LONG 
RIVALRY. BOTH PERSONAL AND IDEOLOGICAL, BETWEEN ALI 
AND THE SLCRETARY GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL FRONT PARTY 
ISMAIL. BOTH WERE SELF-AVOWED MARXISTS, WITH ISMAIL 
USUALLY CONSIDERED THE MORE HARD-LINE IDEOLOGUE. 

SOUTH YEMEN, I MIGHT NOTE, HAS SINCE ITS INDEPENDENCE IN 
1967 BEEN A RADICAL AND MILITANT STATE, WHICH HAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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RECEIVED EXTENSIVE SOVIET MILITARY AND ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE, AND HAS, IN THE PAST, CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED SOVIET POLICIES AND ACTIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND AFRICA. 

THERE ARE, TO ANSWER THE INEVITABLE QUESTION, OVER 
1,000 SOVIET, CUBAN AND EAST GERMAN ADVISERS IN THAT 
COUNTRY. 

WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF DIRECT SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
OVERTHROW. TO REPEAT, HOWEVER, WHAT I STARTED WI,H, 

OUR INFORMATION IS SKETCHY. AND THAT IS ABOUT IT. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY EVEDENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES' INVOLV - 
MENT ON THE LOSING SIDE? 

A. NO. 

Q. WHAT WAS THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE ABOUT? 

A. I WOULD SAY TO YOU VERY FRANKLY THAT INTERPRETING 
THE DIFFERENCES THAT EXIST BEWEEN THESE TWO FACTIONS, 

IS MORE DIFFICULT THAN INTERPRETING MOST THINGS. 

Q. ,HE FACT THAT THERE WAS AN AMERICAN TEAM HEADED 
THAT WAY, AND THERE WERE, I THOUGHT, LITTLE SUGGESTIONS 
THAT THEY MIGHT NOT REMAIN SO SQUARELY IN THE SOVIET 
CAMP, THAT THE MAN WHO LIST MAY HAVE LOST BECAUSE HE 
WAS LOOKING TOWARDS SAUDI ARABIA AND TO THE UNITED 
STATES, AND MAYBE NOT LOOKING AS DIRLCTLY TOWARD MOSCOW 
AS PEOPLL WHO WON WOULD HAVE LIKED HIM TO. WAS HIS 
INCIPIENT WESTERN OR SAUDI ORIENTATION THE CAUSE OF HIS 
DOWNFALL? 

A. I REALLY DONT HAVE ANY INFORAMTION HAT WOULD 
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SUBSTANTIATE THAT. THAT IS NOT THE SAME THING AS SAYING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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NO. I JUST HAVE NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE THAT. 

Q. WHEN YOU SAID "IDEOLOGICAL," YOU MEAN JUST ONE WAS 
A BETTER MARXIST THAN THE OTHER? 

A. I HAVE NOTED, AT ANY RATE, IN MY FAIRLY CURSORY 
READING, THAT YOU CAN SPLIT HAIRS IN MARXISM AS EASILY 
AS ANYTHING ELSE. 

Q. HAVE YOU GOT ANYTHING NEW ON THE ASSASSINATION IN 
YEMEN SAN'A? 

A. NO, NOT BEYOND WHAT I READ YESTERDAY. 

Q. ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE TWO AFFAIRS? 

A. I DONT HAVE ANYTHING THAT I CAN OFFER ON THAT. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE TWINAM TEAM? 

A. MR. TWINAM ARRIVED TODAY IN SAN'A, CAPITAL OF NORTH 
YEMEN. HE IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
AND WAS TO DELIVER A MESSAGE FROM PRESEDENT CARTER TO 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN COUNCIL, THE TOP 
AUTHORITY IN THE COUNTRY UNTIL THE NORTH YEMENI PARLIA 
MENT ELECTS A NEW PRESIDENT. 

INSOFAR AS THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE IS CONCERNED, IT WILL 
BE MADE AVAILABLE BY THE PRESS OFFICE AFTER WE KNOW THAT 
IT HAS BEEN DELIVERED. 

MR. TWINAM IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART SAN'A ON JUNE 28TH. 
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Q. IS IT POSSIBLE THAT MR. TWINAM'S IMMINENT ARRIVAL 
AT ADEN WAS THE CAUSE OF THE REMOVAL OF THL PRLSIDENT 
OF SOUTH YEMEN? 

A. YES. I THINK THAT WAS A VARIATION ON THE QUESTION 
PREVIOUSLY ASKED ME, AND I JUST AM IN NO POSITION TO 
SPECULATE ON THAT. 

Q. YESTERDAY YOU HAD EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE ON BRUTAL 
ENDS TO HEADS OF STATE. DO YOU WANT TO BE EVENHANDED AND 
SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THE BRUTAL REMOVAL OF THE HEAD OF 
SOUTH YEMEN? 
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A. AS WITH MOST PEOPLE, WE WOULD PREFER THAT CHANGES OF 
GOVERNMENT AND ALL OTHER PROBLEMS ARE RESOLVED PEACEFUL- 
LY RATHER THAN BLOODILY. 

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US AN IDLA OF WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THE 
AMERICAN CONTACTS WITH THE DEPOSED GOVERNMENT? 

A. NO. I JUST WOULD SIMPLY REMIND YOU THAT WE HAD 
PLANNED, THROUGH THE TWINAM MISSION, TO DISCUSS WITH 
THE SOUTH YEMEN GOVERNMENT PROBLEMS EXISTING BETWEEN 
US. WE HAVEN'T HAD DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS SINCE 1969, AND 
FRANKLY HAVE HAD VERY LITTLE CONTACT OF ANY SORT. SO 
CLEARLY THERE WAS ENOUGH CONTACT TO SET UP THE 
POSSIBILITY OF THIS MEETING. 

THE PROBLEMS THAT DO EXIST BETWEEN US INCLUDE DIFFERING 
PERCEPTIONS OF THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS; THE ROLE 
OF THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS IN THE REGION; SOUTH 
YEMENI'S SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM, WHICH I 
THINK YOU HAD ME SAY BEFORE; REGIONAL COOPERATION IN 
HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS. 

THERE IS ALSO, I MIGHT ADD, THE OUTSTANDING QUESTION OF 
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COMPENSATION FOR U.S. GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE PROPERTY 
EXPROPRIATED BY THE SOUTH YEMEN GOVERNMENT. I DO NOT 
HAVE THE FIGURES. 

I DONT HAVE DETAILS ON MUCH MORE THAN THAT. BUT LET ME 
ADD ONE OTHER THING. WE HOPL THAT THE SITUATION IN SOUTH 
YEMEN WILL EVOLVE IN A MANNER TO PERMIT A DIALOGUE SUCH AS 
THE ONE ENVISIONED WITH THL TWINAM MISSION. BUT I DONT 
HAVE ANY PLANS TO GIVE YOU ABOUT HOW THAT MIGHT BE 
REACHED. 

Q. HAVE YOU GOT ANY CONCERNS ABOUT OIL SHIPMENTS? HAVE 
THESE EVENTS, THIS UNREST, CAUSED ANY CONCERN ABOUT 
OIL DELIVERIES, EUROPE'S SUPPLY OF OIL? 

A. I DONT THINK THE QUESTION ARISES. I DONT THINK THAT 

WHAT YOU SEE IS A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE FROM THE NATURE OF 
THE REGIME WHICH CONTROLLED THE AREA OR THE COUNTRY, 
RATHER. 

Q. ADEN WAS USED AS A STAGING AREA WHEN MILITARY 
SUPPLIES WERE GOING INTO ETHIOPIA DURING THE OGADEN 
EPISODE. TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE, IS IT STILL BEING USED FOR 
SUPPLIES TO THE ETHIOPIAN ARMY NOW THAT THE MAIN 
CONFLICT IS WITH THE ERITREAN LIBERATION MOV MENT? 
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A. I REALLY DONT KNOW. I CAN ASK. I'LL TAKE THE 
QUESTION. 

Q. IN YOUR LIST OF OTHER PEOPLE'S INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
REGION, YOU MENTIONED THE SOVIETS AND THL CUBANS, BUT 
WEREN'T THE SOUTH YEMENIS THEMSELVES ALSO INVOLVED IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ETHIOPIA? 

A. IN ETHIOPIA. WE SAID THAT THEY HAD ELEMENTS UP THERE. 

Q. DO THEY STILL HAVE ELEMENTS THERE, DO YOU KNOW? IT 
WAS WHAT, A FEW HUNDRED, OR SOMETHING. 

A. I REALLY DONT KNOW. I DONT THINK THE FIGURE HAS 
CHANGED SINCE THE LAST TIME I GAVE YOU A READ-OUT, 
WHENEVER THAT WAS. VANCE 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED ALGIERS. 
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TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JUNE 27 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR JUNE 27, 19Y8. 

FYI ONLY, SPOKESMAN TODAY WAS HODDING CARTER 111. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE VANCE MELTING WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS 
OF ISRAEL AND EGYPT? DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT? 
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A. I DO NOT. I HAVE NOTHING TO OFFER, EXCEPT THAT OUR 
CONSULTATIONS ARE CONTINUING WITH THEM ON WAYS TO MOVE 
THE DISCUSSIONS AND DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS FORWARD. 

Q. IS IT CORRECT THAT AN ATTEMPT IS BEING MADE TO 
ORGANIZE THAT MEETING IN LONDON SHORTLY BEFORE THE CARTER 
VISIT TO BONN TO SORT OF TIE THE TWO TOGETHER? 

A. I THINK THAT FROM THIS PLATFORM FOR ME TO SPECULAT 
OFFICIALLY AS TO WHEN A MEETING MIGHT TAKE PLACE THAT 
HASN'T BEEN SET AND NOT AGREED UPON AND IN FACT IS PART 
OF A LONGER SET OF DISCUSSIONS, WOULD NOT BE VERY USEFUL. 

Q. YESTERDAY, YOU TOLD US THAT THERE ARE SOME EGYPTIAN 
PROPOSALS, AND THE PRESIDENT LATER SAID THAT THERL ARE NO 

EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS, AT LEAST NOT IN FINAL FORM. 

A. I TRIED VERY HARD, HAVING PUT MYSELF IN THAT PIT, TO 
TAKE MYSELF OUT OF IT IN THE COURSE OF THE SAME THING, 

TO SAY THAT WE UNDERSTOOD THE GENERAL NATURE OF WHAT THEY 
WERE GOING TO BE PROPOSING WOULD BE. WE DO NOT HAVE 
PHYSICAL PROPOSALS ON OUR HANDS. THEY ARE NOT YET 
PREPARED. THE PRESIDENT WAS FAR MORE CORRECT THAN THE 
SPOKESMAN OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

Q. DID YOU REFER TO WHAT EILTS WROTE FROM SADAT? 

A. I AM JUST TALKING ABOUT THE GENERAL LEVEL OF OUR 
DISCUSSIONS, THAT WE HAVE SOME SENSE OF WHAT THEY MAY BE 
COMING FORWARD TO, BUT NOT FLESHED OUT IN DETAIL. 

Q. THERE WAS A REPORT THIS MORNING THAT THERE IS A 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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POSSIBLE MEETING BETWEEN GENERAL GAMASSY AND GENERAL 
WEIZMAN, AND I AM WONDERING IF YOU ARE AWARE OF THAT. 
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ALSO, IF, INDEED, THA, MIGHT CONCEIVABLY BL PART OF THE 
DISCUSSIONS THAT THE U.S. IS TRYING TO ORGANIZE IN 
LONDON WHICH WE THOUGHT WAS WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS. 

A. AS GREAT A SHOCK AS IT MAY BE O ALL OF YOU, THERE 
ARE THINGS THAT HAPPEN IN THE WORLD THAT WE ARE NOT 
AWARE OF, AND I WAS NOT AWARE OF THAT. 

OBVIOUSLY, WE ARE LN COURAGED BY ANY DIRECT MEETINGS 
BETWEEN RANKING REPRESENTATIVES OF THOSE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 

Q. IF A FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING IS GOING TO TAKE 
PLACE, IS THERE ANY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THAT MF.F.TNG AND 
THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE THAT MET IN JERUSALEM? 

A. THIS WOULD BE AN ATTEMPT TO RESUME THAT KIND OF 
DIRECT CONVERSATION, TO RESUME THAT KIND OF DIRECT 
CONSULTATION. IT WOULD AND COULD BE SEEN AS A RESUMP- 
TION OF THAT KIND OF DIRECT NEGOTIATION ON THE BASIC 
ISSUES WITH WHICH THE POLITICAL COMMITTE WAS GRAPPLING, 

I.E., WEST BANK, GAZA, THE RESOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN 
QUESTION. 

BUT THE SPECIFIC AGENDA, IF SUCH A MEETING TOOK PLACE - 
AND I AM NOT EVEN CONCEDING THAT IT IS THERE - WOULD BE 
AN ATTEMPT TO MOVE THE PARTIES INTO SOME CONJUNCTION ON 
SOME OF THE MAJOR OUTSTANDING ISSUES IN THE AREAS I 
JUST MENTIONED. THAT IS DIFFERENT FROM THE SO-CALLED 
MILITARY COMMITTEE WHICH BASICALLY DEALT WITH THE SINAI. 

Q. IN EFFECT, IT COULD BE SEEN AS THE RESUMPTION OF 
THE TALKS OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE, BECAUSE THE 
PARTICIPANTS ARE THE SAME. 
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A. IF SUCH A THING TOOK. I HESITATE TO WRITE EITHER THAT 
LEAD OR HEADLINE, BECAUSE I HESITATE TO SAY THAT THE 
MEETING IS COMING OFF, SINCE CONSULTATIONS ON HOW WE 
CAN PROCEED WITH THE WHOLE SET OF DELIBERATIONS IS 
STILL UNDERWAY. 

Q. IF IT IS THE RENEWAL OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE, 

WILL THEY HAVE THE SAME AGENDA? DOES THIS MEAN THEY 
ARE GOING TO DISCUSS AGAIN THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES, 

AND THE AGENDA FOR WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO TALK ABOUT? 

A. NO, PLEASE. NO, I DONT EVEN WANT TO FUEL ANY SUCH 
SPECULATION. I MEAN, THE WHOLE POINT OF THE CONSULTA- 
TIONS WE ARE HAVING BOTH WITH EGYPT AND WITH ISRAEL IS 
TO TRY TO FIND WAYS TO GETHEM TALKING TOGETHER 
DIRECTLY. 
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UNDER WHAT TERMS THEY WOULD BE TALKING OR ON WHAT 
SUBJECTS THEY WOULD BE TALKING IS CLEARLY PART OF OUR 
DISCUSSIONS RIGHT NOW. AND I JUST SIMPLY DON, HAVE AN 
ANSWER FOR THAT ANY MORE THAN I HAVE AN ANSWER FOR YOU 
AS TO WHERE, WHEN OR HOW. 

Q. IS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT INVOLVED WITH THE EGYPTIAN 
PROPOSAL? 

A. ANYTHING THAT THE EGYPTIAN COMES UP WITH WILL BE 
THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT'S, NOT OURS. 

Q. ARE YOU KEPT INFORMED ON WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO, 

OR ARE YOU GIVING THEM ANY GUIDELINES? 

A. NO. THIS IS GOING TO BE AN EGYPTIAN PLAN PER SE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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Q. HAVE YOU ANY IDEA ABOUT THE TIMING, WHEN THE 
EGYPTIANS WILL HAVE THEIR PEACE PLAN OR THEIR PROPOSALS 
READY? 

A. I HAVE NOTHING BEYOND WHAT I HAVE SEEN ON FBIS, 

CERTAIN STATEMENTS BY THEM THAT IT WILL BE COMING IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. 

Q. HAVE YOU ANYTHING ON YEMEN? 

A. FROM MY INFORMATION, THERE WAS HEAVY FIGHTING IN 
THE CAPITAL CITY OF ADEN BETWEEN FORCES LOYAL TO 
PRESIDENT SALIM RUBAY'I ALI. AND ALL ELEMENTS 
APPARENTLY CONTROLLED BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
NATIONAL FRONT PART. ALPS FORCES WERE DEFEATED. HE 
WAS ARRESTED AND HAS BEEN EXECUTED, ALONG WITH TWO 
MINISTERS IN HIS GOVERNMENT. 

PRIME MINISTER ALI NASIR MUHAMMAD AL-HASSANI HAS BEEN 
NAMED CHAIRMAN OF THE PRESIDENT S COUNCIL, TO SUCCEED 
PRESIDENT ALL 

IT APPEARS THAT THE FIGHTING HAS NOW ENDED. WE HAVE NO 
INFORMATION ON THE CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE, BUT WE DO KNOW 
THERE WAS EXTENSIVE BOMBING AND SHELLING OF THE AREA 
AROUND THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE IN ADEN. 

THE CONFLICT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE CULMINATION OF A LONG 
RIVALRY, BOTH PERSONAL AND IDEOLOGICAL, BETWEEN ALI 
AND THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL FRONT PARTY 
ISMAIL. BOTH WERE SELF- AVOWED MARXISTS, WITH ISMAIL 
USUALLY CONSIDERED THE MORE HARD-LINE IDEOLOGUE. 
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SOUTH YEMEN, I MIGHT NOTE, HAS SINCE ITS INDEPENDENCE IN 
1967 BEEN A RADICAL AND MILITANT STATE, WHICH HAS 
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RECEIVED EXTENSIVE SOVIET MILITARY AND ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE, AND HAS, IN THE PAST, CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED SOVIET POLICIES AND ACTIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND AFRICA. 

THERE ARE, TO ANSWER THE INEVITABLE QUESTION, OVER 
1,000 SOVIET, CUBAN AND EAST GERMAN ADVISERS IN THAT 
COUNTRY. 

WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE OF DIRECT SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
OVERTHROW. TO REPEAT, HOWEVER, WHAT I STARTED WI,H, 

OUR INFORMATION IS SKETCHY. AND THAT IS ABOUT IT. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY EVEDENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES' INVOLV - 
MENT ON THE LOSING SIDE? 

A. NO. 

Q. WHAT WAS THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE ABOUT? 

A. I WOULD SAY TO YOU VERY FRANKLY THAT INTERPRETING 
THE DIFFERENCES THAT EXIST BEWEEN THESE TWO FACTIONS, 

IS MORE DIFFICULT THAN INTERPRETING MOST THINGS. 

Q. ,HE FACT THAT THERE WAS AN AMERICAN TEAM HEADED 
THAT WAY, AND THERE WERE, I THOUGHT, LITTLE SUGGESTIONS 
THAT THEY MIGHT NOT REMAIN SO SQUARELY IN THE SOVIET 
CAMP, THAT THE MAN WHO LIST MAY HAVE LOST BECAUSE HE 
WAS LOOKING TOWARDS SAUDI ARABIA AND TO THE UNITED 
STATES, AND MAYBE NOT LOOKING AS DIRLCTLY TOWARD MOSCOW 
AS PEOPLL WHO WON WOULD HAVE LIKED HIM TO. WAS HIS 
INCIPIENT WESTERN OR SAUDI ORIENTATION THE CAUSE OF HIS 
DOWNFALL? 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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A. I REALLY DONT HAVE ANY INFORAMTION HAT WOULD 
SUBSTANTIATE THAT. THAT IS NOT THE SAME THING AS SAYING 
NO. I IUST HAVE NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE THAT. 

Q. WHEN YOU SAID "IDEOLOGICAL,’' YOU MEAN JUST ONE WAS 
A BETTER MARXIST THAN THE OTHER? 

A. I HAVE NOTED, AT ANY RATE, IN MY FAIRLY CURSORY 
READING, THAT YOU CAN SPLIT HAIRS IN MARXISM AS EASILY 
AS ANYTHING ELSE. 
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Q. HAVE YOU GOT ANYTHING NEW ON THE ASSASSINATION IN 
YEMEN SAN'A? 

A. NO, NOT BEYOND WHAT I READ YESTERDAY. 

Q. ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE TWO AFFAIRS? 

A. I DONT HAVE ANYTHING THAT I CAN OFFER ON THAT. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE TWINAM TEAM? 

A. MR. TWINAM ARRIVED TODAY IN SAN'A, CAPITAL OF NORTH 
YEMEN. HE IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
AND WAS TO DELIVER A MESSAGE FROM PRESEDENT CARTER TO 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN COUNCIL, THE TOP 
AUTHORITY IN THE COUNTRY UNTIL THE NORTH YEMENI PARLIA 
MENT ELECTS A NEW PRESIDENT. 

INSOFAR AS THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE IS CONCERNED, IT WILL 
BE MADE AVAILABLE BY THE PRESS OFFICE AFTER WE KNOW THAT 
IT HAS BEEN DELIVERED. 

MR. TWINAM IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART SAN'A ON JUNE 28TH. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Q. IS IT POSSIBLE THAT MR. TWINAM'S IMMINENT ARRIVAL 
AT ADEN WAS THE CAUSE OF THE REMOVAL OF THL PRLSIDENT 
OF SOUTH YEMEN? 

A. YES. I THINK THAT WAS A VARIATION ON THE QUESTION 
PREVIOUSLY ASKED ME, AND I JUST AM IN NO POSITION TO 
SPECULATE ON THAT. 

Q. YESTERDAY YOU HAD EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE ON BRUTAL 
ENDS TO HEADS OF STATE. DO YOU WANT TO BE EVENHANDED AND 
SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THE BRUTAL REMOVAL OF THE HEAD OF 
SOUTH YEMEN? 

A. AS WITH MOST PEOPLE, WE WOULD PREFER THAT CHANGES OF 
GOVERNMENT AND ALL OTHER PROBLEMS ARE RESOLVED PEACEFUL- 
LY RATHER THAN BLOODILY. 

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US AN IDLA OF WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THE 
AMERICAN CONTACTS WITH THE DEPOSED GOVERNMENT? 

A. NO. I JUST WOULD SIMPLY REMIND YOU THAT WE HAD 
PLANNED, THROUGH THE TWINAM MISSION, TO DISCUSS WITH 
THE SOUTH YEMEN GOVERNMENT PROBLEMS EXISTING BETWEEN 
US. WE HAVEN'T HAD DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS SINCE 1969, AND 
FRANKLY HAVE HAD VERY LITTLE CONTACT OF ANY SORT. SO 
CLEARLY THERE WAS ENOUGH CONTACT TO SET UP THE 
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POSSIBILITY OF THIS MEETING. 

THE PROBLEMS THAT DO EXIST BETWEEN US INCLUDE DIFFERING 
PERCEPTIONS OF THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS; THE ROLE 
OF THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS IN THE REGION; SOUTH 
YEMENI'S SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM, WHICH I 
THINK YOU HAD ME SAY BEFORE; REGIONAL COOPERATION IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS. 

THERE IS ALSO, I MIGHT ADD, THE OUTSTANDING QUESTION OF 
COMPENSATION FOR U.S. GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE PROPERTY 
EXPROPRIATED BY THE SOUTH YEMEN GOVERNMENT. I DO NOT 
HAVE THE FIGURES. 

I DONT HAVE DETAILS ON MUCH MORE THAN THAT. BUT LET ME 
ADD ONE OTHER THING. WE HOPL THAT THE SITUATION IN SOUTH 
YEMEN WILL EVOLVE IN A MANNER TO PERMIT A DIALOGUE SUCH AS 
THE ONE ENVISIONED WITH THL TWINAM MISSION. BUT I DONT 
HAVE ANY PLANS TO GIVE YOU ABOUT HOW THAT MIGHT BE 
REACHED. 

Q. HAVE YOU GOT ANY CONCERNS ABOUT OIL SHIPMENTS? HAVE 
THESE EVENTS, THIS UNREST, CAUSED ANY CONCERN ABOUT 
OIL DELIVERIES, EUROPE'S SUPPLY OF OIL? 

A. I DONT THINK THE QUESTION ARISES. I DONT THINK THAT 

WHAT YOU SEE IS A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE FROM THE NATURE OF 
THE REGIME WHICH CONTROLLED THE AREA OR THE COUNTRY, 
RATHER. 

Q. ADEN WAS USED AS A STAGING AREA WHEN MILITARY 
SUPPLIES WERE GOING INTO ETHIOPIA DURING THE OGADEN 
EPISODE. TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE, IS IT STILL BEING USED FOR 
SUPPLIES TO THE ETHIOPIAN ARMY NOW THAT THE MAIN 
CONFLICT IS WITH THE ERITREAN LIBERATION MOV MENT? 

A. I REALLY DONT KNOW. I CAN ASK. I'LL TAKE THE 
QUESTION. 

Q. IN YOUR LIST OF OTHER PEOPLE'S INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
REGION, YOU MENTIONED THE SOVIETS AND THL CUBANS, BUT 
WEREN'T THE SOUTH YEMENIS THEMSELVES ALSO INVOLVED IN 
ETHIOPIA? 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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A. IN ETHIOPIA. WE SAID THAT THEY HAD ELEMENTS UP THERE. 

Q. DO THEY STILL HAVE ELEMENTS THERE, DO YOU KNOW? IT 
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WAS WHAT, A FEW HUNDRED, OR SOMETHING. 

A. I REALLY DONT KNOW. I DONT THINK THE FIGURE HAS 
CHANGED SINCE THE LAST TIME I GAVE YOU A READ-OUT, 
WHENEVER THAT WAS. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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